LESSON #31  (1-26-12)
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REPEAT:  God knows the heart and knows when they are coming to Christ even without it being articu-lated. So nothing even be said !

John 3:14-15 . . . And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up;  15 that whoever believes may in Him have eternal life.
John compared the time when a brass image of a serpent was lifted up by Moses to Christ being lifted up on the cross. In both cases, salvation was made available. The image of the serpent could save people from dying physically whereas Christ can save people eternally. The people only had to look at the image of the serpent to be saved, Num. 21:5-9 and didn’t have to say anything. So when someone is saved eternally, faith in Christ is all that is necessary. Nothing need be said or added.

It is an interesting side note that the Israelites kept the brazen image of the serpent for 750 years as an idol to worship, worshipping something creatures created instead of worshipping their Creator. 

They blurred the Creator / creature distinction.
    




              
King Hezekiah, a good king, finally brought that to an end by destroying it.

2 Kings 18:3-4 . . . And he did right in the sight of the LORD, according to all that his father David had done.  4) He removed the high places and broke down the sacred pillars and cut down the Asherah. He also broke in pieces the bronze serpent that Moses had made, for until those days the sons of Israel burned incense to it; and it was called Nehushtan.

"Nehushtan was the name of the snake, a word that sounded like the Hebrew 'bronze,' 'snake,' and 'unclean thing' ".   Walvoord, J. F., Zuck, R. B., & Dallas Theological Seminary. (1983-). 
The Bible Knowledge Commentary: An Exposition of the Scriptures
It used to bother me that Christ on the cross was compared to a serpent on a pole, but not any more, 

Do you know why that is a proper comparison?  Because Christ, who knew no sin became sin for us, 2 Cor. 5:21,baring our uncleanness on His own perfect body on the cross. He became a curse for us !  Gal. 3:13  
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The following verse is another example of believers in Christ who said nothing to acquire or maintain their eternal salvation:

John 12:42-43 . . .  Nevertheless many even of the rulers believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they were not confessing Him, for fear that they would be put out of the synagogue;  43) for they loved the approval of men rather than the approval of God.

Romans 10:13 is a quote from Joel 2:32 which is clearly experiential, not salvific.  

Joel 2:28-32 . . .  "It will come about after this  [after the deliverence of Israel at the 2nd Advent]  that I will pour out My Spirit on all mankind; and your sons and daughters will prophesy, your old men will dream dreams, your young men will see visions.  29) "Even on the male and female servants I will pour out My Spirit in those days  [Millennium after C.'s 2nd Advent] .  30) "I will display wonders in the sky and on the earth, blood, fire and columns of smoke.  31) "The sun will be turned into darkness and the moon into blood  [Tribulation before the Lord comes]  before the great and awesome day of the LORD comes  [the NARROW view or THE literal Day of the Lord's 2nd Advent],.  32) "And it will come about that whoever calls on the name of the LORD will be delivered  [physically]; for on Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there will be those who escape  [The Beast and enemy armies of the world], as the LORD has said, even among the survivors whom the LORD calls  [Trib. believers still alive].
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“In the N.T. “calling upon the name of the Lord” is something only those who are already justified can do. A non-Christian cannot call upon the name of the Lord for assistance because he is not yet born again.”  Zane Hodges, Absolutely Free, (Zondervan, 1989), pp. 193-194
Christians who called out to God or appealed to the Lord for assistance came to be known as "those who called upon the Lord". Paul was one and the last one would have ever thought would do it.

Acts 9:21 . . . And all those hearing him continued to be amazed, and were saying, "Is this not he who in Jerusalem destroyed those  [believers]  who called on this name, and who had come here for the purpose of bringing them bound before the chief priests?"

“Calling upon the name of the Lord” and “confessing with your mouth that Jesus is Lord” are parallel statements that complement one another. Both require submission to the Lord and both result in salvation / deliverance and humbling yourself AFTER salvation as well.

“Saved” in verse 9:13 has the same meaning as in verses 1, 9, and 10 meaning physical deliverence from certain dispersion and unbearable suffering if they did not respond to their God and obey.  

[image: image3.jpg]


LESSON #32  (1-31-12)


    




              

“YOU SHALL KNOW THEM BY THEIR FRUITS”, Matt. 7:13-24.  

Does this mean you can determine someone's savation 

by their behavior?

False teachers were and are wolves in sheep’s clothing today. 

Their outward behavior is not corrupt, so it would be impossible 

to tell if they are saved or not by their behavior. Only by what 

they say and teach do they reveal who they really are.

Matthew 7:13-14 . . . "Enter [v. aam] through the narrow gate [the gospel]; for the gate is wide [religion]  and the way [salvation by works] is broad that leads to destruction, and there are many who enter through it  [who try to get to heaven by their works].  14) "For the gate [the gospel] is small [only one way in John 14:6] and the way is narrow [faith alone in Christ alone] that leads to [eternal]  life, and there are few who find it  [most believe in Satan’s lie of salvation by works].

LESSON #33  (2-2-12) 
FALSE, LEGALISTIC PARAPHRASE:  The way unbelievers read it:
Matthew 7:13-14 . . . "Enter  [heaven] through the narrow gate  [of morality and good works];  for the gate  [to hell]  is wide and the way is broad that leads to destruction [immorality: drinking, carousing, fornication, lying, steeling, cursing, etc.],  and there are many who enter through it.  14) "For the gate  [the way to heaven]  is small and the way is narrow  [a rigid standard of behavior is required]  that leads to  [eternal]  life, and there are few who find it  [who comply with the rigid standard of behavior required to make it into heaven].
Most people think that the narrow gate is a certain standard of morality and good works. They think  the wide gate is a certain standard of immorality and sin. This attitude is sometimes expressed by one saying, “You have to walk the straight and narrow path if you want to get into heaven.” What is the straight and narrow path? Morality and good works of course. False teachers reinforce this notion by the false doctrines they teach.

What would you say if someone told you that you must walk the straight and narrow path to get to heaven?  Misunderstanding of this verse has caused untold numbers of people to reject the true gospel. They are certainly not attracted to the narrow gate, which in their mind eliminates most of the things they like to do. To them, entering the narrow gate would result in a boring life with no fun or excitement.  They know nothing of:
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John 10:10 . . .  I  [Jesus]  came that they may have life, and have it abundantly. 
Matthew 7:15  Beware [v. pam] of the false prophets, who come to you in sheep's clothing, but inwardly are ravenous wolves.  

It is interesting that our Lord gave a warning about false teachers immediately following His comment about the narrow and wide gates because He knew that false teachers would distort the gospel into a legalistic system of works. False teachers come in sheep’s clothing, they have a lifestyle outwardly that seems to indicate that they are Christians.

Matthew 7:16 . . . You will know them by their fruits. Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?

“will know” . . . EPIGINOSKO v. fmi; to identify newly acquired information with what had been previously learned. The middle voice indicates that the subject is affected (benefited) by his own action. Was He saying you can know believers by their fruits meaning their behavior?  NO!  He was referring to false teachers, right?

What was their fruit?  Their behavior?  NO!  Remember they were wearing what? Sheep’s clothing. Their behavior and their demeanor would indicate that they were sheep/believers. So if their fruit wasn’t their behavior, what was it?

Their words, what they said! Their fruit was the destructive false doctrines they taught. We must be careful not to discern whether prophets (communicators of the Word) are true or false by what they do or by their appearance, Matt. 12:37.
Deuteronomy 13:1-4 . . . If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a sign or a wonder,  2) and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning which he spoke to you, saying, 'Let us go after other gods (whom you have not known) and let us serve them,'  3) you shall not listen to the words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the LORD your God is testing you to find out if you love the LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul.  4) "You shall follow the LORD your God and fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, serve Him, and cling to Him.  

It doesn’t matter how big a following one has, how eloquent or articulate one is, how many miracles it appears one does, or how many good works one has accomplished, if his or her teaching is contrary to the Word of God, he is a false teacher, a wolf in sheep’s clothing.

Isaiah 8:19-20 . . .  When they say to you, "Consult the mediums and the spiritists who whisper and mutter," should not a people consult their God? Should they consult the dead on behalf of the living?  20) To the law and to the testimony! If they do not speak according to this word, it is because they have no dawn  [light, שַׁחַר , shakar].
The only way one can identify false teachers is by knowing Bible doctrine ! 

“Grapes are not gathered from thorn bushes nor figs from thistles, are they?”  

You can’t learn sound doctrine from false teachers.

Matthew 7:17-18 . . . So every good tree  [teacher of truth]  bears  [v. pai]  good fruit  [teaches accurate doctrine],  but the bad tree  [false teachers]  bears  [v. pai]  bad fruit  [false doctrine].  18) "A good tree  [teacher]  cannot produce  [inf. pa]  bad fruit  [false doctrine],  nor can a bad tree [teacher]  produce  [inf. pa]  good fruit  [true doctrine].

This does not mean that a good tree cannot bear good fruit because if you have ever grown any fruit trees you know that every once in awhile a good tree will bear a bad fruit. But it is unnatural for it to do so. A sound teacher may on occasion teach something false, but it is not his nature to do so.

Matthew 7:19 . . . Every tree that does not bear [part. pa] good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.
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Every tree, false teacher, that consistently does not bear good fruit, teach an accurate gospel, is an unbeliever and will eventually be thrown into the lake of fire. 

Matthew 7:20 . . . So then, you will know them  [false teachers]  by their fruits  [by what they teach].

Matthew 7:21 . . . "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven will enter.

There are multitudes who claim to be Christians who are not. Why not? Because they have not done the will of the Father. Only the one who “does the will of My Father”  will enter the kingdom. What is the will of the Father?

John 6:40 . . . For this is the will of My Father, that everyone who beholds the Son and believes in Him will have eternal life, and I Myself will raise him up on the last day."

Matthew 7:22 . . . Many will say to Me on that day, 'Lord, Lord, did we not prophesy in Your name, and in Your name cast out demons, and in Your name perform many miracles?'

on that day . . . These religious false teachers did not recognize Jesus Christ as their Lord and only hope of salvation during their life on earth, but they will at the Great White Throne. It is on that day, they will call Him Lord, Lord, but it will be too late.

Notice what they are relying on to enter the kingdom. They start reciting their list of works, prophesying, casting out demons, and performing miracles. 

Matthew 7:23 . . . And then I will declare to them, 'I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness.' 

Those who rely on their good works to get to heaven are not recognized by Jesus Christ. They are not part of His family because they were never born again by trusting in Christ alone for eternal salvation. 

The lawlessness they practiced wasn’t necessarily a lascivious or antinomian lifestyle. It was teaching false doctrines. There have been several religious leaders who were living a double life, one of apparent righteousness before their followers and one of licentiousness in their private life. However, the issue here was their false teaching, not their behavior.
LESSON #34  (2-7-12) 
PERSEVERANCE   There are many warnings and exhortations in the Bible to encourage believer’s to fight the good fight of faith.   

WARNING:
1 Timothy 6:9-10 . . .  But those who want to get rich fall into temptation and a snare and many foolish and harmful desires which plunge men into ruin and destruction.  10) For the love of money is a root of all sorts of evil, and some by longing for it have wandered away from the faith and pierced themselves with many griefs.

EXHORTATION:

1 Timothy 6:11-12 . . . But flee from these things, you man of God, and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, perseverance and gentleness.  12) Fight the good fight of faith; take hold of the eternal life to which you were called, and you made the good confession in the presence of many witnesses.  

Those who believe one must persevere in good works and abstain from sin to maintain eternal salvation think the warnings are appeals to believers to not forfeit their salvation and that the exhortations delineate the behavioral standards one must maintain in order to be saved.
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John 15:1-6 . . . I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser.  2) "Every branch in Me that does not bear fruit, He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit, He prunes it so that it may bear more fruit.  3) "You are already clean because of the word which I have spoken 
[v. rai]  to you.  4) "Abide in Me, and I in you.  As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself unless it abides in the vine, so neither can you unless you abide in Me.  
“It is evident from the very command of Christ, “Abide in me,” that this is a conditional feature and not a part of the Christian’s position in grace. This argument has been advanced by those who believe a Christian can be saved and then lost. The source of the trouble lies in a too literal interpretation of this figure which Christ is using. The obvious purpose of the figure of the vine is to make clear the secret of fruitfulness. The subject of salvation is not being dealt with at all. Christ is talking to Christians. Judas Iscariot was not in the company when these words were spoken. Christ was clearly speaking of a conditional element in the lives of Christians. “Abiding” is not the condition of being a branch, but the condition of a branch.” Vol. 91: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 91. 1934 (364) (469). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary.

5) "I am the vine, you are the branches; he who abides in Me and I in him, he bears much fruit, for apart from Me you can do nothing.  
Christ said this before He went to the cross and “abiding in Me” is not the same as being positionally “in Christ”. That relates only to Church Age believers and this was said before the Church Age. Abiding in Christ refers to being in fellowship with Christ, being dependent on Him and being obedient to Him.

This verse does not say we are to do nothing or that it takes no effort on our part to bear fruit. 

Below is an example of how some misunderstand this verse:

“The branch does not make any effort or stress or strive to bear the fruit, fruit bearing is an effortless, natural and spontaneous process. Let's not beat ourselves to perform to live a fulfilled life, let's remain in Christ. The key to Christian living is summarized in this one verse...the more one seeks God the more one gets the clarity and the essence of our Christian lives.”

Fruit-producing is not automatic or spontaneous. It takes positive volition and effort on the part of the believer. Paul not only described the effort and work it takes to produce fruit, but how it can only be done by the power of God who works in us. 

Colossians 1:28-29 . . . We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man 
with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.   29) For this purpose also I labor, striving according to His power, which mightily works within me.

1 Corinthians 15:10 . . . But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove vain; but I labored even more than all of them, yet not I, but the grace of God with me.
Those who put forth effort to produce fruit but are not filled with the Holy Spirit, produce what the Bible calls “dead works” which are not acceptable to God, Heb. 6:1, 9:14.

James 2:14-26 addresses the problem of believers who put forth no effort to produce good works and therefore, produced no fruit.

6) "If  [3rd]  anyone does not abide  [pres. act. sub.]   in Me, he is thrown away as a branch and dries up; and they gather them, and cast them into the fire and they are burned.

So if one does not abide in Christ, does it means that he or she never was really a believer? 

MacArthur says, “The healthy, fruit-bearing branches…represent genuine Christians.” He argues, “We are not saved by works, but works are the only proof that faith is genuine, vibrant, and alive (Jas 2:17). Fruit is the only possible validation that a branch is abiding in the True Vine.”  Thus the absence of fruit demonstrates the absence of life.  
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“And, since abiding is necessary for fruitfulness, one who does not abide is one who is not saved. Vol. 18: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society Volume 18. 2005 (34) (24). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
“According to Chafer, abiding in John 15:1–6 refers to communion and not union because the passage’s focus is on the believer’s walk. Further, he sees the action on the branches in v 6 as an issue of communion, not union. A believer’s failure to abide and thus to bear fruit leads to discipline from God, which may include physical death.  Dillow concurs with Chafer, adding that believers experience not only divine discipline in this life but also loss of reward at the judgment of Christ.” ibid 
“Dillow does not see a soteriological focus in v 6. Instead, “the point of the figure of the vine and the branches is not to portray organic connection but enablement and fellowship. This casting out then is not from salvation but from fellowship.” He rejects the idea that unfruitful branches cannot be either regenerate or abiding. He asks, “If the fruitless branches are only professing Christians, then what bearing did the passage have on the disciples?” Abiding Is Remaining in Fellowship: Another Look at John 15:1–6, ” 53.
Verse 2 clearly says that a branch can be in Christ and not produce fruit. How can one be a branch attached to Christ and then become detached without ever having been regenerate or without losing salvation? 

“As part of His final discourse, Jesus’ words in John 15:1-6 are addressed to His believing disciples. Judas had recently departed from their company with the intention of betraying Him, something the others would learn very soon. Jesus was discussing His relationship to them as their source of life and as the one whose ministry would be continued through the Holy Spirit after His departure. Because the disciples responded with worry and sorrow, Jesus was reas-suring and comforting them. In light of His departure and the promised ministry of the Holy Spirit, Jesus introduced the vine-and-branches analogy to reveal to them the importance of their continued dependence on Him.” JOTGES 18:34 (Spring 2005) p. 38
LESSON #35  (2-9-12)
John 15:7 . . . "If   [3rd]  you abide in Me, and My words abide in you, ask whatever you wish, and it will be done for you.

Remember, Jesus was talking to His disciples and the possibility that they would not abide in Christ is shown by the use of the 3rd class conditional clause. This means that even the disciples were subject to the warning of verse 6.

John 15:8-9 . . . My Father is glorified by this, that you bear  [pres. act. sub.]  much fruit, and so prove to be  [aor. mid. sub.]  My disciples.

Jesus did not say that you must bear much fruit to prove that you are truly saved. He said that you must bear much fruit to prove that you are my disciples. Wasn’t He talking to His disciples? Yes, but they had to bear much fruit to truly be His disciples. Remember, all disciples are believers but not all believers are disciples who are the ones producing much fruit.

Notice that bearing much fruit and proving to be disciples are in the subjunctive mood, meaning that they are only a potential. There are 13 subjunctives in this chapter. Verse 16 has five and the word “abide” is used five times in the subjunctive and “bear” is used three times in the subjunctive. The point is that abiding and bearing fruit are only potentials that depend on the volition of the believer.

John 15:14 . . . You are My friends  [PHILOS]   if  [3rd]   you do   [pres. act. sub.]  what I command you.

All friends of God are believers, but not all believers are friends of God. Only those who are obedient.
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James 2:23 . . . and the Scripture was fulfilled which says, "And Abraham believed God, and it was reckoned to him as righteousness," and  [later, after he was saved]  he was called the friend of God  [because he was obedient].

Being called the “friend of God” is a great honor reserved only for those who know doctrine and apply doctrine.  Later, John wrote the epistle of 1st John and repeats the importance of abiding.

1 John 2:24 & 28 . . . As for you, let that abide  [pres. act. imp.]  in you which you heard from the beginning. If   [3rd]   what you heard from the beginning abides  [aor. act. sub.]  in you, you also will abide  [fut. act. ind.]  in the Son and in the Father . . . 28)  Now, little children, abide  [pres. act. imp.]  in Him, so that when He appears, we may have confidence  [aor. act. sub.]  and not shrink away from Him in shame at His coming.

John was still emphasizing the importance of abiding, sticking with doctrine, going to Bible class, taking in the Word every day, praying, and applying doctrine to circumstances. What happens if a believer does not abide in Him?  Does it say it proves he was not truly a believer? Does it say he will lose his salvation? One of the things that will happen is that he will be ashamed when Christ returns.

LESSON #36  (2-14-12)    
All things were created for Him and by Him . . .  that He may have 1st place in our lives !
Colossians 1:21-23 . . . And although you were formerly alienated and hostile in mind, engaged in evil deeds,  22) yet He has now reconciled  [v. aai]  you  [when you believed in J.C.] in His fleshly body through death, in order to present  [inf. aa]  you  [bels.] before Him holy and blameless and beyond reproach  [the Colossians were persisting in the Bottom Circle] 23) if  [1st]  indeed you continue [v. pai; he's encouraging them to keep it up !]  in the faith firmly established  [part. rp; passive, continuing to receive BD in F/HS]  and steadfast, and not moved away  [part. pp; getting distracted from staying the course; you might be on occasion, but don't let it become a habit]  from the hope of the gospel that you have heard . . .

reconciled,  APOKATALLASSO  v. aai;  to reconcile in a point of time.  "APOKATALLÁSSŌ is the stronger term for reconcile, differing from KATALLÁSSŌ (2644), to reconcile, to set up a relationship of peace not existing before, in that APOKATALLÁSSŌ is the restoration of a relationship of peace which has been disturbed  [or got off track]  (Eph. 2:16; Col. 1:20, 21)."  Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament (electronic ed.). Chattanooga, TN: AMG Publishers.
Christ’s death on the cross accomplished reconciliation which has two purposes:  

1)    Positionally reconcile us to God, instantly & completely accomplished at the moment one believes in Christ; Top Circle. 

Hebrews 10:14 . . . For by one offering He has perfected for all time those who are sanctified. 

2)   Experientially reconcile us by continuing firmly and steadfast in the faith;  Bottom Circle.
Colossians 1:28 . . . We proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, so that we may present every man complete in Christ.
EXCERPT FROM A JOURNAL THAT IS EXTREMELY OFF TARGET concerning Col. 1:21-23:
“These verses, which say that the true believer continues in the faith, are not meant to teach the Arminian doctrine that we can lose our salvation. Salvation is the work of God. We do not obtain salvation by any work we do or by anything that we have the ability to do, and we do not keep our salvation by our ability to keep on trusting Christ. The God who brought us to faith in Christ guards us and keeps us in faith. This is His means of accomplishing His end. This means that all those who are born again will persevere and continue in faith. Any who do not continue to believe have never been born again."  [Hyper Calvinism skews everything !]
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1 John 2:19 . . . “They went out from us, but they were not really of us; for if they had been of us, they would have remained with us; but they went out, so that it would be shown that they all are not of us”.  [You can't take a verse like this and superimpose it on top of Col. 1:21-23 and say, "See, if you don't remain in the faith, you were never born again."]
"If a person gives up the faith and stops trusting Christ, that is an indication that that person never truly believed in the first place. [What about Saul, Solomon, and Ananias & Sapphira who certainly did quit trusting, but they were never said to have not been born again?]
"The important question for your salvation is whether you are trusting Christ now. If you are asked whether you are saved and your answer is only I raised my hand at a campfire, or I trusted Christ in Sunday School, or I knelt by my bed when I was a child and asked God to save me, then that answer may be insufficient. If you can only look to the past but do not have present faith in Christ, then there is no real indication that you are saved. If you say that you asked Christ to save you from your sin when you were a child, but now you are content to live in sin, then there is no indication that God has ever done a work of grace in your life” Vol. 10: Emmaus Journal Volume 10. 2001 (2) (248). Dubuque, IA: Emmaus Bible College. [There's no requirement to "ask Christ to save you" but to only believe that He already did save you by dying for your sins. Can you see the ongoing responsibility to continue to believe in Christ these people place on us, and if we stop, it would cancel everything? They fail to understand that our responsibility is to continue to believe and pursue BD after salvation. They don't understand F/HS and the ex-periential Christian life that can be potentially spent in the Bottom Circle to reap a weight of glory.]
OK, now let's see what some others have said to shed some light on the error of this viewpoint:

"Paul was not saying that believers are slaves to righteousness in their experience. Believers will only be presented at the Judgment Seat of Christ as being holy, blameless, and beyond reproach If, in this life, they have continued in the faith” [ steadfastly learning and applying BD] Vol. 6: Journal of the Grace Evangelical Society, 1993 (2) (22). Irving, TX: The Grace Evangelical Society.
     IS CONTINUING IN THE FAITH A CONDITION OF ETERNAL LIFE? 
                                                     Colossians 1:21-23, by Bob Wilkin 

[We have got to get the correct meaning of this passage solidified in our souls. People WILL challenge us on it someday !]
“If I had a nickel for every time I'd been asked about this verse, I'd sure have some pocket change! 

Does this verse teach that eternal life can be lost by failing to continue in the faith? Does it teach that those who fail to continue in the faith were never saved in the first place? The answer to both questions is 'No'. It is important, of course, to determine the spiritual condition of those being addressed. Fortunately the text is very explicit. 
"Paul says that the Colossians he was addressing were once alienated from God, but were recon-ciled to Him by the death of Christ. People who are no longer alienated from God are clearly believers. 
"The fact that those being addressed were believers is confirmed by Paul's exhortation to 'continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and not moved away from the hope of the gospel.' This is in addition to Paul's earlier reference to the faith which the readers had in Jesus Christ (1:4). 

Colossians 1:3-4, "We give thanks to God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, praying always for you,  4) since we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and the love which you have for all the saints;"
"Unbelievers by definition do not believe. They have no faith to continue in, no hope to hang on to. 

The key question is this: What did Paul mean when he said that God reconciled them in order 'to present you holy, and blameless, and above reproach in His sight'? It is a great mistake to view this 
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purpose statement as dealing with the possession of eternal life. [He's not talking about eternal life here. This is not Positional.]
"Reconciliation has two goals. One goal of reconciliation is eternal life. That goal is guaranteed and is fulfilled immediately at the very moment of faith (John 3:16; 6:47) [Top Circle, Permanent Position in Christ]. The second goal, being presented holy, blameless, and beyond reproach before God [ Poten-tial steadfastness with resultant rewards from living in the Bottom Circle], is neither guaranteed nor fulfilled immediately at the point of faith. 

"The second goal concerns a future presentation. The question is, what is in view here? Is there to be some judgment of believers? Is there some time when believers will be presented before God? 

Yes. The Judgment Seat of Christ is such a time. Believers will be judged and then presented by the Lord Jesus before God the Father. Some will be found to have been good and faithful servants (Luke 19:16-19). These are those who will be presented as having lived lives which were holy, blameless, and above reproach. Others will be found to have been worthless servants (Luke 19:20-26) and they will not be presented as having lived exemplary lives. 

"Many miss this simple solution because they jump to the conclusion that the terms holy, blameless, and beyond reproach must be taken in an absolute sense. However, the original Greek words used here are used elsewhere in the Scriptures to refer to the actual experience of those whose lives are exemplary, but certainly not perfect.  [Exemplary experiential perseverence in the Bottom Circle]
"For example, elders are required to be beyond reproach in their experience (Titus 1:6). Likewise, the 144,000 Jewish evangelists of the Tribulation are said to be blameless before the throne of God, since in their mouth was found no deceit (Rev 14:5). This clearly refers to their experience in this life, not to their position in Christ. 
"Even the term holy is used in Scripture to refer to experience. Peter, citing a key OT verse from Leviticus, tells his believing readers, 'Be holy, for I am holy.' Similarly Paul refers to unmarried women believers who 'care about the things of the Lord, that [they] may be holy both in body and in spirit' (1 Cor 7:34). 

"Trusting in Christ alone is the sole condition for eternal salvation. However, continuing in the faith is required in order to be presented at the Judgment Seat of Christ as holy, blameless, and beyond reproach. Continuing in the faith takes obedience over a lifetime. As Paul said elsewhere, "Let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart" (Gal 6:9). 

"There was particular need for this stress on continuing in the faith at Colossae. The Colossian church was besieged with heretical teachings. These teachings were a mixture of Greek philosophy, mysticism, and Jewish legalism. For example, Paul had to warn the church not to worship angels (2:18) or to adopt ascetic lifestyles in the hope that neglecting the body could somehow aid in keeping the flesh at bay (2:20-23).  [Don't get off course listening to these ascetics who want you to live your life in a monastery of loneliness and deprivation in order to get closer to God. No, He said to go out 
throughout all the world giving the gospel as His messengers and witnesses. He doesn't say to live in seclusion or self-efacement.]
"Colossians 1:21-23 does not teach that eternal salvation can be lost through failure to abide in the faith.  Nor does it teach that one who fails to abide proves he wasn't saved in the first place. What it does teach is that abiding in the faith is required for one to have a good report at the Judgment Seat of Christ. Unstated here, but found in many other passages, is the truth that those who are found to have been good and faithful servants will obtain eternal treasures and rewards as a result of this good report. My prayer for each of you is that you might live lives which are holy, blameless, and above reproach so that someday the Lord Jesus will say to you, 'Well done, My good and faithful servant.' " 
So get your act together because that day is coming when you will be called before Jesus Christ who has been keeping a careful track on you, watching your progress or retrogression each and every 










    


    GTGR, 58
day, and He is going to go over your report card with you. We are encouraged and exhorted to keep on keeping on so that we will not be ashamed !

You can have confidence concerning our eternal destiny because you stayed on course. Aren't you glad that you don't have to be sweating bullets, be worrying that you must walk the straight and narrow in order to prove that you are saved?  Aren't you glad that you don't have to live that way, thinking that you have to keep from falling, that you have to persevere because if you don't, you really weren't elect? This thinking has crippled so many people spiritually. Perhaps hundreds of thousands have gone into the psych ward from fear and dread that they did something or got out of line in their behavior in some way so that they aren't truly elect. And all we have to do is to look at the Word of God which says, "He who believes in the Son  H A S  eternal life !" 

LESSON #37  (2-16-12)    
Romans 8:12-14. . . So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh  13) for if  [1st] you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if   [1st]  by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14) For all who are being led by the Spirit of God, these are sons  [HUIOS]  of God.

Does this mean if a believer does not continue to be led by the Spirit of God that there is a danger the will lose his salvation? NO!  Does it mean if a person professes to be a believer but does not continue to be led by the Spirit that he is not truly born again? NO!


14) For all who are being led by the Spirit of God [mature believers], AGO v. ppi; to be consistently led by the Holy Spirit a believer must do 2 things:

    1)  Pray, which includes Rebound

    2)  Consistently take in doctrine

What about believers who don’t rebound, pray, or consistently take in doctrine, are they in danger of losing their sonship status? Could it be that they just thought they were elect but really were not?

All believers are sons of God in a positional sense.

Galatians 3:26 . . . For you are all sons [HUIOS] of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

God sees all believers as adult sons positionally because they lack nothing. He has provided everything they need. God considers even experientially immature believers to be positionally mature. But, not all believers are adult sons in an experiential sense. Conditions must be met if they are to become sons indeed. They must be experientially sanctified, having metabolized lots of Bible doctrine, and thinking, acting, and making decisions with Divine viewpoint in the F/HS a maximum amount of time.

Matthew 5:9 . . . Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God.

Matthew 5:44-45 . . . But I say to you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you,  45) so that you may be sons of your Father who is in heaven;

Luke 6:35 . . . But love your enemies, and do good, and lend, expecting nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will be sons of the Most High;

Revelation 21:7 . . . He who overcomes will inherit these things, and I will be his God and he will be My son.

The N.T. contrasts believers to unbelievers the majority of the time, contrasts faithful believers with unfaithful or mediocre believers, positive believers with negative believers, and those winners who endure with those losers who give up. Every day, we make decisions that determine whether we are babies, children, adult sons, or partakers, METOCHOI, in our relationship with our Lord. 

LESSON #38  (2-21-12)    
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Some argue that persevering in holiness is necessary to maintain salvation by using the present tense argument. They claim that the present tense of the verb “believing” proves that one must keep on believing and/or do good works to be eternally saved. 

John 3:16 . . . For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes  [part. pa]  in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life.

John 3:36 . . . He who believes  [part. pa]  in the Son has eternal life; but he who does not obey the Son will not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him."

Participles and infinitives are classified as verbals. Verbals are different from verbs in that they cannot stand alone as the main verb of a sentence. A verb is sometimes referred to as a finite verb because it is finished and completes the thought of a sentence. Example: “He runs.” Compared to “he running”

or “to run”.

A participle is a hybrid, a cross between an adjective and a verb. In English, these are formed by adding an ing ending to a verb:  going, running, believing.  Sometimes, participles function more like verbs: Jude 1:24  Now to Him who is able to keep you from stumbling . . .
Often though, the participle functions like an adjective describing a noun: 

Gal. 5:11 . . .Then the stumbling block of the cross has been abolished . . .
Participles that are susbtantival (nouns) or adjectival are nearly always preceded by a definite article. The verbal idea is barely present in these types of participles. The adverbial participles modify verbs rather than nouns and take on the characteristics of an adverb. They are never preceded by a definite article.

In the verses above, John 3:16, 36, the words “believes” are preceded by a definite article in the Greek and therefore function like adjectives, having all but lost the verbal aspect attached to them.


LESSON #39  (2-28-12)    

2 Timothy 2:11-13  It is a trustworthy statement [faithful is the word]: For if we *died [v. aai] with Him [and we did], we will also *live with Him;  12) If we endure [v. pai; and some are], we will also reign [v. fai] with Him; If we *deny [v. fmi] Him [and some will], He also will *deny [v. fmi] us [rewards];  13) If we are faithless [v. pai; and we are], He remains  [v. pai] faithful, for He cannot 

*deny [inf. am] Himself [go back on His promise of eternal life through faith in Him].

*died,  explanatory verses

Romans 6:3 . . . do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death?
Romans 6:8 . . . Now if we have died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,
*live, SUZAO   v. fai; To continue to live together with someone, with the expressed or implied meaning of eternal life with Christ, Rom. 6:8; 2 Tim. 2:11. Zodhiates, S. (2000). The complete word study dictionary : New Testament
*deny, ARNEOMAI v. fmi; 1 to refuse consent to something 2 to state that something is not true, deny 3 to disclaim association with a person or event, deny, repudiate, disown 4 to refuse to pay any attention to, disregard, renounce. The context determines which meaning of “deny” would apply in this verse.  It appears that any of these meanings could apply both in verse 12 as well as 13.

It is impossible for Christ to deny the promises and statements He made concerning salvation or any- thing else. He promised to give eternal life to anyone who trusts in Him alone for salvation and He will never go back on His word, even when believers renounce Him. He has perfect veracity and He is immutable.  . . . “for He cannot deny Himself” 
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Numbers 23:19 . . . God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good? 

Malachi 3:6 . . . I, the LORD, do not change;

Titus 1:1-2 . . . Paul, a bond-servant of God and an apostle of Jesus Christ, for the faith of those chosen of God and the knowledge of the truth which is according to godliness,  2) in the hope of eternal life, which God, who cannot lie, promised long ages ago . . . 

Luke 21:33 . . . Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will not pass away.

The essence of these passages can be expressed in one sentence: 

Our eternal salvation does not depend on our faithfulness, it depends on God’s faithfulness. 

This same principle of denying believers rewards for being unfaithful is found in other passages: 
Matthew 10:32-33 . . . Therefore everyone who confesses  [acknowledge]  Me before men [witnessing],  I will also confess  [acknowledge]  him before My Father  [for the purpose of rewards] who is in heaven.  33) "But whoever denies Me before men  [fails to witness],  I will also deny him [rewards]  before My Father who is in heaven.

The following verse has a meaning similar to the one above:

Luke 9:26 . . . For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, the Son of Man will be ashamed of him when He comes in His glory, and the glory of the Father and of the holy angels.

Matthew 16:27 . . . For the Son of Man is going to come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and will then repay every man according to his deeds.

We know that denying Christ does not result in the forfeiting of our eternal salvation, the Apostle Peter denied Christ three times, Matt. 26:34, Mark 14:30, Luke 22:61, John 13:38.
Of course the Bible addresses the issue of unbelievers who deny the Lord, meaning that they deny that He is the Son of God and that faith in Him is the only way to be saved.

2 Peter 2:1 . . . But false prophets [unbelievers] also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them  [unlimited atonement], bringing swift destruction upon themselves.

Jude 1:4 . . . For certain persons have crept in unnoticed, those who were long beforehand marked out for this condemnation, ungodly persons who turn the grace of our God into licentiousness and deny our only Master and Lord, Jesus Christ.

Lewis Sperry Chafer had this to say about 2 Timothy  2:11-13: 
 “The element of divine recognition with respect to reigning with Christ is in view, and not salvation or the believer’s place in Christ Jesus;”  Vol. 106: Bibliotheca Sacra Volume 106. 1949 (424) (406). Dallas, TX: Dallas Theological Seminary

LESSON #40  (3-1-12)    








                 

1 Corinthians 15:1-2 . . . Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand  [v. rai],  2) by which also you are saved [v. ppi],  IF you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain.

The IF sets up a 1st Debaters Conditional Clause. This is when the speaker states something as if it is true, which it is not, so that he can prove it false. 
Unless is translated from three Greek words: EKTOS s) adv.; EI  cond. conj.  ME neg. particle. The speaker is actually saying “let us assume the brethren have believed in vain”. 

Plato's philosophy taught that the body is evil but is disposed of through death while the spirit goes on. The Greeks detested the concept of the resurrected body thinking that it was contaminated or 










    


    GTGR, 62
detrimental. Paul had to correct them on this concept. When you accept Christ, you get the whole package, including a PERFECT, uncontaminated resurrection body, whether you want one or not. 

You get one ! Consider the following:

1.  The Corinthian believers were Greeks.

2.  Because of Greek abhorrence to a possible evil physical resurrection, the Corinthians were tempted to deny this aspect of the gospel.

3.  Under the influence of Plato, Greeks came to despise the human body as a prison of the soul. 

4.  Therefore the Corinthians were missing the great blessing of their own future resurrection as well as failing to orient to the plan of God, phase three simply because they didn't know the Lord's resurrected body was and what all it could do. 

Paul was addressing believers:

1. He called them brethren.

2. They received the gospel

3. They stood by the gospel

4. They were saved by the gospel

5. They were holding fast to the word

So what did he mean when he said that they could have believed in vain? Did it mean that they could lose their salvation if they did not hold fast the word that Paul preached to them? No!  “Hold fast” is in the indicative mood in a first class conditional clause meaning that they were holding fast.

It must have been shocking to hear this great apostle who taught faith alone in Christ alone to say   they could have believed in vain. What could possibly cause these believers who had believed the gospel to have believed in vain? Paul used the rest of the chapter to give the answer. If Christ did not rise from the dead, their faith in Him was in vain.

He was teaching these hard-headed Corinthians who didn’t like the idea of a bodily resurrection that they would have no salvation if Christ was not resurrected. This is our assurance that we have eternal life and that our eternal security is based on the faithfulness and veracity of Jesus Christ. If He did not rise from the grave, He is a liar because He said He would, Matt. 16:21, John 2: 19-21,11:25. If He is a liar, then He should not be trusted.

The N.T. is filled with warnings to believers to stay on track and not let their spiritual life drift off course. None of these warnings should ever cause a believer to question his positional salvation. 

Hebrews 2:1-3 . . . For this reason  [God’s plan is so great]  we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, so that we do not drift away from it.  12) For if the word spoken through angels  [Gal. 3:19]  proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just penalty, 3) how will we escape  [divine discipline]  if we neglect so great a salvation?
The author includes himself in verse 1 as needing to pay closer attention to what was taught because of the danger of drifting away.

drift away, PARARREO  v. aas; is used figuratively of persons, meaning to glide away, to swerve or deviate from something such as the truth, law, or precepts. This is the only time this word is used in the N.T.

